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National AmeriCorps Week – May 8-15th 2010
To recognize and celebrate people who have served in, staffed or managed an AmeriCorps program and those organizations and communities who support National Service!  
YOUR MISSION— PLAN AN EVENT TO:

· RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT AMERICORPS 
· CONNECT YOUR ALUMS CHAPTER TO YOUR LOCAL AMERICORPS PROGRAMS
· CELEBRATE NATIONAL SERVICE!
1.  AmeriCorps At Bat – AmeriCorps at the Ballpark

Contact your local baseball team (Major League or a smaller AAA/AA team) to host an AmeriCorps night at the ballpark! Ask your friends and networks if they know anyone that works at the stadium and if not, contact them and request to speak to the Community Relations office or manager and describe how an AmeriCorps Night would be beneficial to the stadium and to the community (encouraging service, etc.). You can download our 1 pager about what National AmeriCorps Week events at stadiums have looked like in past years… but feel free to come up with your own ideas as well!
Download the AmeriCorps at Bat planner 
2. Host a Service Project

Is there a better way to celebrate service than to actually serve? Plan a project or connect with a local volunteer center for a service project that members, alums and community supporters can all attend. Be sure to set aside some time before and after to hand out national AmeriCorps week information, tell people about service and discuss/reflect on how AmeriCorps has impacted your life. It’s always fun to plan a social event for after your service, so be sure to connect to a local business and have an after-project celebration!
3.  Plan an Awareness/Outreach Event

AmeriCorps members, alumni, and programs have great stories to tell and lots of fantastic advice about the myriad of benefits a year of service offers.  Arrange a public speaking opportunity (or two or three) at a local school or college, community group, youth group or before a local organization like the Rotary Club or Chamber of Commerce. Talk about your AmeriCorps experience and the difference that AmeriCorps has made in your life and the people you have met along the way.  It only has to be for an hour or so and if you get some in-kind food donations and stage a nice video you can really get people excited about the power of serving their community!

· Download an AmeriCorps Alums inspirational video 
· Order a free AmeriCorps presentation kit 
4. Stage a Special Event/Fundraiser
Everyone likes special events, especially if they help your organization fulfill its mission. AmeriCorps Week is the perfect time to host an Open House, sponsor a local service project, or connect with other AmeriCorps programs in your area to stage a joint volunteer recruitment fair. Another idea is to hold a Community Appreciation Reception to thank your AmeriCorps program’s funders, volunteers, and other partners for their support. The events need not be formal or expensive – it’s the spirit that counts!
5. Honor someone as ‘AmeriCorps for a Day’

Ask a local official, potential funder, celebrity, or reporter to become an AmeriCorps member for a day—or even a half-hour, if that’s what they can offer. Once they get an inside look at your organization and the work that AmeriCorps members do, they’re certain to gain a deeper appreciation of the value of your program to the community. Similarly, why not invite young people from the community, friends, or family members to serve beside you or your members for a day, either as part of your/their regular duties or on a special AmeriCorps Week project.
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